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J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Ruth  Lake  Elevations    2013 - 2016 

2013 Lake 
Elevation, ft asl 

2014 Lake 
Elevation, ft asl 

2015 Lake 
Elevation, ft asl 

2016 Lake 
Elevation, ft asl 

Lake Elevation 10 
Year Avg, 2006-
2015 

  Spillway - 
2654.00 ft asl 

45% - 21,500 AF 

61% - 29,400 AF 

100% - 48,300 AF 

80% - 38,600 AF 
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10 of 23 years following El Nino years were La 
Nina years, and 4 of these 10 had higher 
precipitation than the preceding El Nino year 
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- Strong La Nina - Moderate La Nina 

(Years following El Nino Years Also Shown) 

Precipitation During El Nino/La Nina Years 

- Very Strong El Nino 

- Weak La Nina 

- Strong El Nino - Moderate El Nino - Weak El Nino 

- Neutral 
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(Years following El Nino Years Also Shown) 

Rainfall During El Nino/La Nina Years – by Category 
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- Strong La Nina - Moderate La Nina 

- Very Strong El Nino 

- Weak La Nina 

- Strong El Nino - Moderate El Nino - Weak El Nino 

- Neutral 

AVG  
52.3” 

AVG  
58.3” 

AVG  
47.4” 

AVG  
53.3” 

AVG  
56.1” 

AVG  
41.4” 

AVG  
52.7” 

AVG  
74.6” 

2 of 3 years below 30” were El Nino 
7 of 14 years below 40” were El Nino 
6 of 15 years above 60” were La Nina 
3 of 9 years above 70” were La Nina 



Rainfall in SE Australia Locations (inches) 

Average Rainfall – Burrinjuck Dam 

Average Rainfall – Canberra Botanical Gardens 
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Burrinjuck Dam Canberra Botanical Gdns Laverton RAAF (Melbourne) 

Average Rainfall – Laverton RAAF (Melbourne) 

SE Australian “Millenium  
Drought” 



Melbourne Water Reservoirs - % of capacity 
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SE Australian “Millenium  
Drought” 
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1921-2016 Avg – 50.04” 

Sacramento Valley 8-Station Precipitation Index – 1921-2016 (inches) 

Driest 2 Years – 1976-77 (Avg. 23.7”/yr) 

Driest 3 Years – 1975-77 (Avg. 32.0”/yr) 

Driest 4 Years – 1931-34 (Avg. 34.7”/yr) 

Driest Year – 1924 (17.1”) 



May 15 Hist Avg 

Shasta Storage for the Past 50 Years 



Oroville Storage for the Past 50 Years 

May 15 Hist Avg 
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RIVERSIDE 
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SAN DIEGO 

SAN  
FRANCISCO 

SAN LUIS  
OBISPO 

SAN  
MATEO 

SANTA  
BARBARA 

SANTA  
CLARA 

SANTA  
CRUZ 

SHASTA 

SIERRA 

SISKIYOU 

TEHAMA 

TRINITY 

TULARE 

YOLO 

ACWD: 80% - per District- 
adopted conservation ordinance 

SCVWD: 85% - to facilitate  
groundwater replenishment 

100% or more of normal demand 

75-99% of normal demand 

No information available 

2016 Urban Supplies - % of Normal Demand Available 

Soquel Creek WD: 75% - ongoing  
groundwater shortages 


