Will the Water District be Selling and Transporting Water Out of the Area?
The Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District is trying to protect our community’s water rights and lower water rates. The Water Resource Planning Process (WRP) was initiated to help achieve this. The process is nearing completion and so far, 11 water use options have emerged, based on public input.  Ideas range from potentially selling water out of the area to creating a lake in Blue Lake. Other ideas include expanding the District’s boundaries, building a pipeline for water transport and energy production via micro-hydropower.  
The most recent public meetings were held on June 1st and June 3rd.  The public has one last opportunity to provide input before the process is completed.  The final public meeting will take place on Tuesday, June 15 at the Wharfinger Building from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm.
This planning effort has been ongoing for over a year and now. The loss of the region’s pulp mills leaves about 60 million gallons of water per day that the District is currently not putting to beneficial use and could lose the rights to the unused water when the District’s permit comes up for renewal in 2029.  The WRP Advisory Committee will evaluate the input received from the meetings and make a final recommendation to the Board as to the best water use options.  The recommendation will chart the course for the future. 
