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}Californiaõs Dual System of Water Rights

ƁAppropriative and Riparian 

}òFirst in time is first in rightó

}òUse it or lose itó

}All uses must be reasonable and beneficial
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}Balance consumptive and environmental 
uses for the public interest

ƁMunicipal (drinking water)

ƁIndustrial (pulp mills)

ƁEnvironmental (fish and habitat)

ƁRecreation (people)

ƁHydropower
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}What is the difference between a water right 
permit and a water right license?

}What are the components of a water right?

}Can water rights be lost or taken away? 

}Can we transfer water without losing it?

}Does òarea of originó doctrine protect HBMWD?
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}Storage in Ruth Lake
Ɓ48,030 acre - feet

}Direct Diversion from Mad River
ƁAbout 84,000 acre - feet (75 mgd) annually

}Hydropower

}Permitted Points of Diversion
ƁRuth Lake and Essex Operations Center

}Permitted Place of Use
ƁWithin HBMWD boundaries and around Ruth Lake
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Mad River Watershed


