
Water Resources Planning

Public Meeting 

(for Phases 1 & 2 of Planning Process)

An Important Community Issue, an Important 
Community Process é

October 13 ïMcKinleyville

October 14 ïArcata

October 22 ïEureka 
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Overview

1) Brief Introduction to HBMWD 

¹ Who we are

¹ Our regional water system

¹ Our customers

¹ Our role on the Mad River

2) HBMWDôs major challenge given loss of customer base.  
Significant implications for:

¸ water rights

¸ water rates
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Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District

Who Are We?

¹ We are a local public agency which was formed to 
provide the water supply needs of our community

¹ We built and now operate a regional water system 
that serves the greater Humboldt Bay area 

¹ We operate at the wholesale level:

¸ we supply the water  

¸ and then deliver it to our ñMunicipal Customersòwho 
deliver it to ñyouòïthe many residents and businesses 
in our community
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Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District

Who Are We?

Our Municipal Customers :

¹ City of Arcata 

¹ City of Blue Lake

¹ City of Eureka

¹ Fieldbrook -Glendale CSD

¹ Humboldt CSD

¹ Manila CSD

¹ McKinleyville CSD

HBMWD has a true partnership with these Customers to serve 
our community
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Quick Trip Back in Time é 

Formation of HBMWD 

ñBy our Community, for our Communityò

¹ District formed in 1956

¹ Initiated by community and 
business leaders for the 
benefit of our community

¹ Overwhelming community 
support:

¸ 89% of electorate voted to 
form the District

¸ 69% of electorate voted for 
the bonds ($12 million) 
needed to build the regional 
water system
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Formation of HBMWD 

ñBy our Community, for our Communityò

Reasons District Formed in 1950s :

¸ To provide a reliable drinking water supply for the cities of 
Eureka and Arcata 

¸ To try to attract pulp mills to locate here (vs. elsewhere): 

¹ provide local economic benefits
¹ productively utilize a waste product of the timber 

industry   
¹ improve local air quality (since that waste product 

was being burned in tee -pee burners)

¸ The pulp mills were a critical and necessary component ïif 
they did not locate here - the regional water system would 
not be constructed 
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Pulp Mills Decide to Locate Here

A Necessary Component for 

Construction of our Regional Water System  
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The Early Days 

Ground Breaking at Ruth


